Isn't queer an insult?
For many years, the term queer has been used as an insult to refer to anyone who is seen outside of society's heterosexual and/or gender "norms" as strange. In response, many LGBT people of earlier generations do not feel comfortable identifying with queer. In recent years, queer has been reclaimed, most commonly, by younger members of the LGBT community.
What are some of the obstacles faced by people who identify as queer?
Queer people face the same obstacles as any group that does not conform to society's gender/sex expectations or to society's standards for what is "normal" sexual behavior. Since queer people often identify outside of normative identity categories, they often have to explain their identities to others. Like people who identify as lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender, they may have to go through a "coming out" process to family and friends, risking rejection or lack of understanding. There are also many incidences where queer people are treated with suspicion, harassed in public spaces, and/or face physical violence.
How can I be respectful of queer people?
• Educate yourself further about queer people and issues important to queer communities.
• It is important to avoid making assumptions about the sexuality or gender of others.
• Seek awareness of your sexual orientation and gender identity and the things you may have always taken for granted about it, particularly if you've always considered yours to be "the norm" (See Heterosexuality Questionnaire & Cisgender Questionnaire).
• Respect the confidentiality of queer people. Seek consent with an individual before revealing their identity to others -you could be "outing" them to a person or community that does not know that they are queer.
Where can I find more information?
• 
QueerTheory.org
Visual and textual resource on queer culture, queer theory, queer studies, gender studies, and related fields. www.queertheory.org
